
GOVERNMENT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT 

Applicat ion No. 12652, of Marvin and J a n e t  S t e i n ,  pursuant  
t o  Paragraph 8207.11 of t h e  Zoning Regulations f o r  a 
var iance  from t h e  use provis ions  (Sec t ion  5102) t o  permit  
an open s to rage  of b u i l d i n g  m a t e r i a l  i n  t h e  C-2-A D i s t r i c t  
a t  t h e  premises 5509 - 14th  S t r e e t ,  N .  W . ,  (Square 2800, 
Lot 3 ) .  

HEARING DATE : June 2 1 ,  1978 

DECISION DATE: J u l y  5 ,  1978 

FINDINGS OF FACT: 

1. The s u b j e c t  p roper ty  i s  loca ted  on t h e  e a s t  s i d e  of 
14 th  S t r e e t ,  approximately twenty-five f e e t  south of i t s  
i n t e r s e c t i o n  wi th  Longfellow S t r e e t  i n  t h e  C-2-A Distr ict  and 
i s  known a s  5509 - 14th  S t r e e t  N.  W. 

2 .  The s u b j e c t  s i t e  i s  1,540 square  f e e t  i n  land  a r e a ,  
r e c t a n g u l a r  i n  shape and r e l a t i v e l y  l e v e l . .  I t  has  road 

f rontage  on and access from both 14 th  S t r e e t  and Colorado 
Avenue. The proper ty  i s  undeveloped except  f o r  an o f f i c e  
t r a i l e r ,  a  t r u c k  and t h e  s t o r a g e  of l a r g e  house hold  appl iances  
and metal  p a r t s .  There i s  a chain l i n k  fence along t h e  
e a s t e r n  and western proper ty  l i n e s .  

3. Uses i n  t h e  a r e a  inc ludes  commercial f r o n t i n g  along 
14th  S t r e e t  and Colorado Avenue and r e s i d e n t i a l  making up t h e  
remainder of  t h e  a rea .  Immediately surrounding land uses and 
zoning a r e  t o  t h e  no r th ,  o f f i c e  b u i l d i n g  i n  t h e  C-2-A D i s t r i c t ,  
t o  t h e  e a s t  Colorado Avenue, followed by apartment bu i ld ings  
i n  t h e  C-2-A D i s t r i c t ;  t o  t h e  south ,  a commercial bu i ld ing ,  
followed by t h e  A r t  L i n k l e t t e r  S tudio ,  a lanndry,  and drugs tore  
i n  t h e  C-2-A D i s t r i c t ;  t o  t h e  w e s t ,  a c ross  14th  S t r e e t  t h e r e  
i s  a rooming house and a detached s i n g l e  family dwel l ing i n  
t h e  R-5-A D i s t r i c t .  

4.  The a p p l i c a n t  proposes t o  use t h e  proper ty  f o r  t h e  
s t o r a g e  of b u i l d i n g  m a t e r i a l s  i n  conjunct ion  wi th  a c o n t r a c t o r s  
o f f i c e  loca ted  ad jacen t  t o  t h e  s u b j e c t  p r e m i s e s , a t  5511 14th  
S t r e e t ,  N. W. 

5. The proper ty  was prev ious ly  used a s  an automobile 
gas s t a t i o n .  There has been no C e r t i f i c a t e  of Occupancy 
i s sued  s i n c e  t h a t  t i m e .  
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6. The s t o r a g e  of  b u i l d i n g  m a t e r i a l s  on an open l o t  i s  
f i r s t  pe rmi t t ed  as a m a t t e r  of  r i g h t  i n  t h e  C-M D i s t r i c t .  

7. The s u b j e c t  C-2-A D i s t r i c t  does n o t  pe rmi t  t h e  
proposed use  un le s s  approved by t h e  Board of Zoning Adjustment. 

8. The s u b j e c t  p rope r ty  does n o t  have any excep t iona l  
topographic  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s ,  nor  i s  i t ' s  r e c t a n g u l a r  shape 
p e c u l i a r  t o  t h e  o t h e r  l o t s  i n  t h e  neighborhood. 

9 .  There a r e  no p e c u l i a r  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  which would 
p r o h i b i t  t h e  owner from us ing  s a i d  p rope r ty  i n  a  manner f o r  
which it i s  zoned. 

10. A s  c u r r e n t l y  used t h e  p rope r ty  c r e a t e s  a  v i s u a l  
nuisance and has  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  of  c r e a t i n g  a  nega t ive  no i se  
impact on t h e  a r ea .  

11. By r e p o r t , d a t e d  June 5 ,  1978, t h e  Municipal Planning 
Of f i ce  recommended t h a t  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  be denied.  I t  was 
t h e  op in ion  of  MPO t h a t  t h e  use  of t h e  s u b j e c t  p rope r ty  f o r  
the o u t s i d e  s t o r a g e  of  b u i l d i n g  m a t e r i a l s  would c r e a t e  an 
incompat ible  environmental  cond i t i on  and would be  i n c o n s i s t e n t  
w i th  t h e  i n t e n t  and purpose of  t h e  Zoning Regulat ions  and Map. 

12. Advisory Neighborhood Commission 4-A was n o t i f i e d  of  
t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  b u t  submi t ted  no recommendation. 

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW: 

The reques ted  va r i ance  i s  a  use  va r i ance ,  t h e  g r a n t i n g  
of which r e q u i r e s  t h e  showing of a  ha rdsh ip  stemming from t h e  
proper ty .  The Board f i n d s  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  no e x t r a o r d i n a r y  o r  
excep t iona l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  i n  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  s i te  which 
would p r o h i b i t  it from be ing  used i n  accordance w i t h  t h e  
Zoning Regulat ions .  The Board concludes t h a t  t h e  proposed use  
i s  i n c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h e  i n t e n t  and purpose o f  t h e  Zoning 
Regulat ions  and Map. Accordingly it i s  ORDERED t h a t  t h e  
a p p l i c a t i o n  i s  DENIED. 

VOTE: 3-0 (William F. McIntosh, Leonard L.  McCants t o  deny, 
Wal ter  B. L e w i s  t o  deny by proxy, C h l o e t h i e l  
Woodard Smith no t  v o t i n g ,  no t  having heard  t h e  
c a s e ) .  

BY ORDER OF THE BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT 

ATTESTED BY: k t - k  . 
STEVEN E.  SHER 
Execut ive  D i r e c t o r  

FINAL DATE OF ORDER: 1 AUG 1978 


